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bring about a solution, ranging from promises of financial and military assis-
tance to threats of diplomatic and economic sanctions. External mediation has 
proven useful at times, particularly in terms of defusing crises. But the conflict 
remains today what it has been throughout—a struggle for security and the abil-
ity to control one’s own destiny. Continuing efforts by the United States and 
other influential parties are necessary to keep the peace process alive. A resolu-
tion of this enduring conflict will be possible, however, only when the protago-
nists themselves come to realize that their goals can be attained only through a 
lasting and comprehensive peace.

International agreements offer another way to bring real cooperation, espe-
cially in the area of nuclear weapons. Progress on the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban provides hope but also suggests limits to what can be accomplished. 

Boko Haram Attacks

Sources: ACLED (Armed Conflict Location and Event Data), Raleigh, 
Clionadh, Andrew Linke, Havard Hegre and Joakim Karlsen; Reuters. * As of May 17, 2014
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Gwoza Hills
In February militants
seized mortar
bombs, rocket-
propelled grenades
and ammunition
from a military
outpost.

Chibok
Boko Haram
insurgents abduct
more than 200
school girls in April.

The military moved
helicopters to
Makurdi and Port
Harcourt from
Maiduguri after Boko
Haram attacked the
air force base there
in December.

Boko Haram’s struggle for an Islamic state in northern Nigeria has killed thousands and made the
Islamist sect the biggest threat to security in Africa's top oil producer.
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January 1, 2011 to
May 17, 2014.
Each dot on the
map represents
an attack with
fatalities. Darker
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multiple attacks in
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